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results that are one of the saddest tragedies of history.
Whilst Fox obtained by the Coalition a majority in the
House of Commons, and further not merely a loyal and
amenable, but also a very capable colleague, he lost the one
weapon that was indispensable to him, the public confidence
he had won by five years of incessant and courageous
opposition to the Court To Fox and Burke it was more
important than it was to any other statesmen to keep very
close to the public temper and to carry with them the
popular confidence at every step. That reciprocal con-
fidence was the secret of their power. They had done more
than any other two men to create and sustain that great
public agitation which is described in an earlier chapter;
they had made of public opinion a new and formidable
force, and without that weapon, weighted as they were
with equivocal traditions of party, they would have been
powerless in the face of the resources and the mercenaries
of the Court. By the Coalition Fox received reinforce-
ments that counted in Parliamentary battle, tut he drove
into the ranks of the enemy the popular opinion that
was everything to him. If the King's power was to be
destroyed, the support of popular opinion was essential to
the crusaders. By the Coalition that support was not
merely alienated, it was actually transferred to the King.
Everyone of the phases through which Fox's quarrel
with Shelburne passed was unintelligible and bewildering
to a public that could understand the battle over pensions
and bribery but was naturally quite unable to follow those
more subtle conflicts which went on behind the curtain.
The public Associations in the country adjourned for a
year on the formation of the Rockingham Ministry, sus-
pending their judgment, to watch events. The pensions
Shelburne induced Rockingham to give to his friends were
the first shock to the full confidence of the party that had
clamoured with Fox for reform and a Spartan discipline
in the public service. Fox's resignation was the next
shock. To the outside world it looked fractious if not